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Coronavirus spreads discrimination 

As the coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to be an issue of global concern, signs of 

racist behaviours are escalating around the country.   

There have been reports from around Australia that abuse towards people of Asian 

appearance have escalated.  

Tasmania is not immune from discriminatory behaviours directed at people who are 

Asian in appearance.   

Race discrimination is against the law in Tasmania under the Anti-Discrimination Act 

1998 (Tas). Tasmania’s Anti-Discrimination Commissioner, Sarah Bolt, has heard 

reports of people who are Asian in appearance or who have Asian names being 

refused service, and refused holiday accommodation.  Making racist comments to 

international students is also discrimination.    

It is also against the law to incite hatred, serious contempt or severe ridicule of 

people because of their race.  

Ms Bolt encourages people who have experienced racism to make a complaint or 

report any incidents to Equal Opportunity Tasmania.  

 

Sarah Bolt, Anti-Discrimination Commissioner, Equal Opportunity Tasmania 


